The Covered Bridge Courier 


~e 
1 


> 


f } > 
z a = . \ Ar AN a 2 Kt } ‘CAC 
I —— Com nuniy 4 2 J 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 
Rockville 


Indiana 47872 
PERMIT NO. 67 
Copyrighted 1981 


VOLUME XXV, 1981 


ROCKVILLE, PARKE COUNTY, INDIANA, 47872 


Published By Parke County Inc. 


By W. B. HARGRAVE 

To better appreciate what the 
festival is and how it originated, a 
history of the first one in 1957 
follows: 

Whether she ever knew it or 
not, Mrs. Chas. W. (Leila Cole) 
Sanders of Oxford, Indiana, a 
Parke County native, must be 
given credit for Parke County’s 
amazingly successful promotion 
of tourist traffic by means of its 
covered bridges. A letter Mrs. 
Cole wrote to me as editor of The 
Rockville Republican on July 7, 
1956, started it all. 

Mrs. Cole, accompanied by two 
nature-loving friends, had come 
to Parke County to see our 
covered bridges, but went home 
disappointed. In part her letter 
follows: 

‘During our trip of two days in 
southern Parke County we were 
able to locate 20 of these bridges. 
(We had 41 then.) The fact that 
we were able to gain so little 
information from local residents 
as to the location of these bridges 
was rather a disappointment to 
us, but we found. . .one or two old 
timers who found jcy in the fact 
that we had come from away to 


Photography 


The Annual Covered Bridge 
Festival Photography Contest and 
Exhibition will be held at the 
Depot beginning on October 9. 

The judging of the entries will 
be held the Saturday previous to 
the opening of the festival at 
11:00 A.M. in the Depot. Entries 
must have been received by 
September 26, for judging. 

Entries must be taken in Parke 
County by the Photographer sub- 
mitting the entry. After the 
winners in each of the three 
categories — black and white 
prints, color prints, and slides — 
are selected, a Best-of-Show will 
be chosen. The Best-of-Show will 
receive a weekend for two at 
Turkey Run Inn in Turkey Run 
State Park at Marshall. Other 
winners will receive special 
awards. The winning entries will 
become property of Parke 
County, Inc., to be used in their 
future publications. 

Parke County provides a source 
of beautiful scenery, covered 
bridges, and barns which all 
remain in a rustic setting. Almost 
anywhere a person can look, 
something of beauty can be found 
to photograph. 


THE WINNER. This winning entry of the 1980 
Covered Bridge Festival Photography Contest 
was by Lee Merriman of Bartonville, Illinois. 


see landmarks that were dear to 
them. . .Nowhere have I seen 
anything to surpass the natural 
beauty of Parke County. The 
heights and distances may not be 
so vast, but God’s handiwork is 
evident in all the beautiful lines of 
hill and stream, and the blending 
of color in trees and flowers. . . 
The residents of Parke County 
may be justly proud of this beauty 
spot in Indiana, and our 
suggestion is for all to see and 
know Parke County better.” 

I published this letter in full in 
The Republican and in my 
remarks I asked, ‘‘How many 
visitors or tourists have had Mrs. 
Sanders’ experience?” I con- 
tinued, ‘‘She came to see our 
covered bridges, but we could 
stop thousands of people passing 
through on U.S. 41 and 36 if they 
just knew we had all these 
beautiful and rare covered 
bridges. Mrs. Sanders was also 
right about the scenery in Parke 
County. There is nothing finer in 
the Middlewest if you know 
where to find it.” 

At that time, local interest in 
covered bridges was practically 
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Contest Set 


Winners from the 1980 Covered 
Bridge Festival Photography 
Contest are the following: Lee 
Merriman of Bartonville, Illinois, 
won Best-of-Show, First and 
Second place in color prints, and 
Third place in color slides. Jill 
O'Daniel of Fairfield, Illinois won 
third in color prints with Bob 
Bransky of Danville, Illinois, and 
Dawn Aberman of Palos Heights. 
Illinois, making honorable men- 
tion. 

Glenn Rogers of Naperville, 
Ilinois won first place for color 
slides and Barry Durand of 
Chicago, Illinois won second 
place. Honorable mention was 
made by Glenn Rogers and 
Virginia Speers. 

The Photography Exhibition 
will remain open to the public 
during the normal hours of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. The 
Exhibit will be held in an area 
adjacent to the Depot. 

For more information and/or 
əntry forms, contact The Tourist 
Information Center, Parke 
County, Inc., Box 165, Rockville, 
Indiana 47872 or call 317-569- 
5226. 
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During the last 25 years, the 
people of Parke County have 
featured a unique event in be- 
ginning and continuing a Covered 
Bridge Festival. Through all the 
years of rain and bad weather, 
they have persevered in standing 
in the muddy ground and irying 
to keep warm in the cold. They 
have not been the only ones — for 
many visitors have put up with 
the same conditions to attend 
each festival. 

The hospitality of this small 
county has won out in making 
friends. This year there is no dif- 
ference in celebrating 25 years in 
the same location. 

Parke County is noted for its 
covered bridges and its struggle 
to maintain them. They have in 
the last 25 years moved the 
Catlin, Jessup, Portland Mills, 
and Beeson bridges. This year 
they are in the process of moving 
the Leatherwood Station Bridge 
to a protected location. Heritage 
cannot be retained if those in the 
present don’t plan for future 


(See related story elsewhere on the current 
photography contest.) 


Se 
OLD. The Leatherwood 
Station Covered Bridge was built in 1899 by J. A. 


X 


generations. 

In the 25 years, bridges lost 
either to flood or fire include the 
following: Grange Corner, Red 
Bridge, Adams, Dooley Station, 
and Weisner’s Brook Bridges. 
Bridges by-passed in the last 25 
years are: Narrows (1960), Mecca 
(1964), West Union (1964), 
Bridgeton (1967), and Russell 
(1970). 
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9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Britton. This bridge is to be moved this year and 


The county has remained in 
many ways as it was in the S0’s. 
Farming is still the major industry 
and visitors still come to see the 
bridges. 

Come and visit the county with 
the most covered bridges within 
iis boundaries. during the 25th 
Annual Parke County Covered 
Bridge Festival, October 9 - 18, 
1981. 


| Daily Festival Schedule 


Activities at Bloomingdale, Bridgeton, Marshall, Mecca, | 
Montezuma, Rosedale & Tangier. 

Parke County Historical Museum, Free 

Photography Contest Exhibit, Depot Area, Free 

Courthouse Square Activities, Free 

Billie Creek Village - $2 adults, $1 children, $7.50 Family 


season pass 


j Week Days 
9a.m. -11 a.m. Covered Bridge Bus Tours from Northwest 
corner of Square: $3.25 Adults, $2.00 children 12 & under 
9a.m. -4 p.m. Quilt Show, Community Center, Free 
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Shuttle Wagon to Billie Creek Village 85¢ 


per round trip 


10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Antique Show, 4-H Fairgrounds and Ar- f 
mory $1.50 admission (Fridays) | 
8 p.m. Leon Lawrence Slide Show, Ritz Theatre, $1 ad- f 


mission (Fri., Oct. 9; Mon., Oct. 12; Fri., Oct. 16) 
8 p.m. Square Dancing at 4-H Building, Fridays 
8 p.m. Parke Players - Tues., Wed., Thurs., $2.50 per 


person 


Each evening Turkey Run Naturalist to have special 


programs. Gate fee $1.25. 


Saturdays 
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Covered Bridge Bus Tours, from North- 
west corner of square, $3.25 adults, $2 children age 12 and 


under. 


10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Antique Show, 4-H Fairgrounds & Armory, 


$1.50 admission. 


4 p.m. and 8 p.m. Parke Players Matinee, Ritz Theatre, 


$2.50 per person. 


Mecca Homecoming October 17. 3 
Montezuma Pig Roast (Oct. 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18) 


Sundays 
6 am. - 10 a.m. Rotary Pancake Breakfast, 4H 
Fairgrounds $2.50 adults & $1.50 children (12 & under) 
7 a.m. Hymn Sing, Methodist Church, Sponsored by Parke 
County Ministerial Association. 
8 a.m. Covered Bridge 10-Mile Run, Mansfield (Oct. 11 


only) 


9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Bus Tours $3.25 adults, $2 children 
10 a.m. -5 p.m. Antique Show, 4-H Fairgrounds & Armory 


$1.50 admission. 


3 p.m. & 8 p.m. Parke Players Show, Ritz Theatre $2.50 per 


person. 


RESTROOMS 


Southwest corner of Square 


| Courthouse basement 
Depot 
Jail Area- 


Vigo County Pubile 


Libra ry 
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THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 


Towns Of Parke County Offer Their Own Unique Attractions 


Rockville isn't alone in offering 
something for the Covered Bridge 
Festival visitors. Other towns in 
the county will also have their 
unique attractions. 


BLOOMINGDALE 
For the first year, the Bloom- 
ingdale Community including the 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Masonic Lodge, and Youth As- 
sociation will have a rest stop for 


the visitors of the Covered Bridge 
Festival. 

The Bloomingdale Lodge will 
move this year from the Rockville 
square back to their home 
grounds with their old-time apple 
butter made in the open kettle. 
The Volunteer Fire Department 
will serve whole hog sausage 
sandwiches while the Youth 
Association will have Grannie’s 
Cinnamon Delight. 

The New Testament Christian 
Church was established in 1861 in 
Bloomingdale with their first 
meetings held in Dennis Hall. 
Then a church was built that was 
destroyed by fire two years later. 
The present building was built in 
1890. Ira Chase served as 
minister here and became the 
governor of Indiana after leaving 
Bloomingdale. 

The Methodist Church to the 
east of the Christian Church was 
built in 1898 after W. G. 
Leazenby, who was pastor at 
Morton, was sent by the 
presiding elder to conduct a 
meeting here to see if there were 
enough people interested in 
forming a church. Dennis Hall 
was once again rented and 
meetings were held. The attend- 
ing group grew to 99 people and 
the church built. This church still 
shares their pastor with Line- 
barger Chapel to the west. 

South of the Christian Church 
is found the Bloomingdale 
Friends Meeting. It was es- 
tablished in 1827 as Elevatus near 
the present site of the cemetery. 
Most of the surrounding township 
was settled by Quakers migrating 
north from Orange County, North 


Carolina, through Orange 
County, Indiana, to Parke 
County. 


The present building was built 
in 1865 and remodeled in 1965. 
The meeting is located in a beech 
grove and was the site of one of 
the first schools in the township. 
The Friends had an academy 
which served the academic needs 
of the immediate area. Later the 
Academy School Building was 
sold to Penn Township for its 
schooling needs. 

The town is spread out because 
when the railroad came through 
the town moved northward 


Bloomingdale Friends Church 


toward it. It appears that the town 
is larger than it is because most of 
the houses are located along the 
major street. 

Bloomingdale also had stations 
of the Underground Railroad. A 
historical marker is located on US 
41 to commemorate the service of 
Alfred and Rhoda Hadley, who 
were conductors on the Under- 
ground Railroad during that 
period of time, but other stations 


were located here as well. 


BRIDGETON 

Situated in a quaint valley 
formed by Big Raccoon Creek, 
Bridgeton is a favorite stop on the 
Red Route, the route with the 
greatest number of covered 
bridges! The double-span cover- 
ed bridge, built in 1868, the dam 
and the grist mill make Bridgeton 
one of the most photographed 
spots in Parke County. 

Enjoy a nostalgic visit to 
America’s rural past by coming to 
Bridgeton. You can tour the 
Weise Mill without charge, which 
dates back to 1823, where old 
buhr stones grind corn, wheat, 


buckwheat and rye, all basic 
ingredients for homestyle baking 
like grandmother once did. 

The Palette Art Studio affords 
visitors an opportunity to enjoy 
talents of three local artists, 
Delores Collings, Louise Michael 
and Lois Sciotto, all specialists in 
landscape oil painting, with 
emphasis on covered bridges and 
rural scenes. Watch the artists 
paint at their easels and browse 
through numerous paintings on 
display, all available for pur- 
chase, or commission one of the 
artists for a painting, a creation of 
your own imagination. 

Stop by the Bridgeton Pottery 
Shop and watch pottery being 
made in the traditional way on the 
potter’s wheel. Oil paintings, 
china paintings, dried apple head 
dolls and various other items, all 
created by Jane Knoblock, are 
featured during the Covered 
Bridge Festival, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
daily. See handcrafted Christmas 
ornaments by Carol Greenlee, a 
new item at the Pottery Shop this 


year. 
Ye Olde Covered Bridge 
Shoppe affords visitors an 


opportunity to buy Hoosier crafts, 
china paintings, antiques and 
gifts, complimenting traditions of 
Parke County and the Covered 
Bridge Festival. See an old cook 
stove and other decorations, all in 
keeping with Bridgeton’s turn-of- 
the-century setting. 
Thompson’s Antiques enters 
its second year in business in 
Bridgeton. A large stock is 
available to select from. Some 


hard-to-find collector's items will 
be waiting for just the right 
buyer. Come in and browse or 
buy; whatever you do, you'll be 
welcome. Open daily during the 
Covered Bridge Festival. 

Bridgeton Country Store, much 
as it was at the turn-of-the-cen- 
tury, serves both local residents 
and visitors on a year-round 
basis. Fine quality covered bridge 
momentos, cotton homespun, 
pewter, Case cutlery, copper tea- 
kettles, oil lamps and a wide 
variety of unusual gift items await 
visitors. Open all year, Monday 
through Saturday and Sundays 
and holidays from May 1 through 
October 31. 

Visitors to Bridgeton will not go 
away hungry, either! The Boy 
Scout ice cream shack, located at 
the south end of the covered 
bridge, specializes in persimmon, 
hot apple and pumpkin ice cream. 
Pause a moment for a refreshing 
cone. 

Dottie’s Cinnamon Shoppe 
features hot, freshly baked 
cinnamon rolls in a building that 
was one of the first mobile units 
built to resemble a covered 
bridge. During the Festival, 
follow the aroma of freshly baked 
cinnamon rolls to Dottie’s 
Cinnamon Shoppe. 

Home-cooked meals or just a 
snack await the hungry visitor at 
the Bridgeton Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, where the Fire Depart- 
ment Auxiliary, assisted by the 
Bridgeton School PTO, have 
prepared tempting dishes. You 
won't want to leave Bridgeton 
without trying a piece of home- 
made pie, after you’ve finished a 
full meal, of course! 


MARSHALL 

The town of Marshall was 
platted by Alfred Hobson and 
Mary Hobson on November 19, 
1879. The town was named for 
Mahlon Marshall, who was 
county commissioner during the 
building of the courthouse. 

The Indianapolis, Dayton, and 
Springfield Railroad was an 
important part of the growth of 
the town since it carried the 
produce and timber away from 
the area, and people into the 
area. 

The Federated Church at the 
north edge of town was built in 
1965 to replace a building that 
was destroyed by fire in 1964. The 
congregation is composed of 
members of the Friends, Metho- 
dist, Christian, and Presbyterian 
who consolidated their meetings. 
They have since continued to 
grow. The other church in town is 
the Marshall Baptist located on 
the east side. 

The Arch located in the center 
of town was erected in 1921-22 to 
commemorate the World War I 
soldiers. For many years their 
names were listed on the side. 

The Citizen’s State Bank 
located on the corner was 
chartered in 1903, and continues 
to be the only bank in the county 
that is open on Saturdays. 

A plastics manufacturer located 
in Marshall after the Kraft cheese 
plant-was closed. This plant also 
has other facilities in the town of 
Bloomingdale. 


MECCA 

In Mecca, located on the Brown 
Route, you will find a restored 
one-room school house. The 
school was moved board-by-board 
to its present location near the 
covered bridge. Its relocation was 
sponsored by the Mecca Histori- 
cal Society, which has served 
thousands of meals to organiza- 
tions to help pay for it. School wiil 
be in session on regular week- 
days, including Friday, October 
10, the first day of the festival. 

The 105-year-old school build- 
ing attracts attention as a prime 
example of how education was ad- 
ministered in the ‘‘good old 
days.” The Mecca Historical 
Society will be serving food next 
to the school each of the ten days 
of the festival.’ They will have 
sandwiches, beans, drinks, and 
pie. 

The Mecca Covered Bridge is 


150 feet long and is of the Burr 
Arch construction. It was built by 
J. J. Daniels in 1873, making it 
107 years old. Nearby is a 
genuine, handdug, witched well 
(‘“‘witched well’? meaning it is 
located by a water witch). 

The Mecca Christian Church 
Ladies Aid will have the Country 
Store offering various homemade 
products and home-grown pro- 
duce. Homecoming Day, for all 
those from Mecca, will be hosted 
by the Volunteer Fire Department 
and will be held the last Saturday 
of the Covered Bridge Festival. 


MONTEZUMA 

Montezuma is the home of the 
pig roast on the banks of the 
Wabash and the second oldest 
town in Parke County. Here, on 
the Brown Route, you will enjoy 
historic sights of interest - the 
Erie Canal Route and Benson 
Basin, which was used in the past 
to store and turn canal boats. In 
1818 Montezuma was the sight of 
old Sugar Creek Reservation, 
headquarters of the Miami Tribe. 
The town was named Monte- 
zuma, Emperor of the Aztecs. 

Old time activities center 
around the Aztec Trading Post. 
Under the tent you will find 
products from Parke County - 
arts, and crafts, paintings, home 
canned foods, and breads made 
by Parke County residents. The 
midway will be enlarged this year 
to accommodate all visitors. 

Foods will be served from 
October 9 through October 18, 
every day of the festival. Pig will 
be roasting on October 9, 10, 11, 
15, 16, 17 and 18 and pork sand- 
wiches and barbecue sandwiches 
will be served at the roast site. 
Other available foods are ham 
and beans, pumpkin ice cream, 
chicken, corn-on-the-cob, hot 
cider, hot dogs, crullers, home- 
made pies, and enough food to 
appease the heartiest of appe- 
tites. Plenty of food will be avail- 
able to serve the people on the 
buses. The midway will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. with enter- 
tainment each night of the 
festival. 

On both Sundays the town’s six 
churches have open doors and 
welcome all visitors to join them. 

For those wishing to camp 
along the Banks of the Wabash in 
Reeder Park, (which has a new 
addition for primitive sites this 
year), contact Paul Zachman, 504 
Jefferson St., Montezuma, In- 
diana 47862, 317-245-2644. 

An information booth will be on 
the site to help the tourists enjoy 
our town and learn about the 
background of another interesting 
town in Parke County. 

ROSEDALE 

Hoosier hospitality is an every 
day way of life in the quiet little 
village of Rosedale, located in the 
southwestern section of Parke 
County about midway on the Red 
Route. 


Marshall Arch W 


This community of 825 people, 
through its very active Com- 
munity Civic Club, has converted 
an ex-auto agency building into a 
fine civic center. It is the center 
for a wide range of community 
activities nearly every day in the 
year, but during the Covered 
Bridge Festival period it houses a 
well stocked farmer’s market that 
displays and sells a huge variety 
of local products and handi-craft 
items. 

The Civic Center provides food 
and restroom facilities for Red 
Route tourists. For those who 
enjoy just looking, there is ample 
room to browse among the 
various displays and to see 
demonstrations of the way some 
things were done in Yesteryear. 
This rest stop makes for an enjoy- 
able interlude in a tour of the 
bridges in this southern section. 

There is a total commitment of 
Rosedale citizens toward making 
the festival the success that it has 
enjoyed. It is almost unbelievable 
that this tiny village could muster 
more than 25 percent of its total 
population in two successive 
weekends to contribute time and 
effort in festival activities. In 
addition to the many activities in 
Rosedale, its people host the 
whole-hog sausage shack, the 
ham and biscuit tent, a corn-on- 
the-cob shack, and the huge half- 
block long chicken barbecue, all 
on the courthouse square in 
Rockville. Several more assist in 
Billie Creek Village. 

The time and labor for these 
various projects is free and is 
volunteered simply for the satis- 
faction in seeing that festival 
guests are properly entertained, 
adequately fed, and can return to 
their homes convinced that Parke 
County operates a festival without 
undue commercialism. 


TANGIER 

A new stop on the Yellow Route 
is a small community of Tangier. 
The people of the township have 
gotten together to offer a rest stop 
and food service. 

This stop will provide demon- 
strations of woodworking, carv- 
ing, macrame, and other long for- 
gotten crafts such as weaving. 
Stop a while and see how it is 
done, sit and visit with the crafts- 
men, maybe even try your hand at 
it. This community is trying to 
prepare beef in a little different 
way - buried in the ground. This 
meat has to be baked a long time 
to come out juicy and tender. 
Homemade crafts and canned 
goods will also be for sale, as well 
as a Farmers Market of 
vegetables and fruit. 

Also on the school grounds will 
be found the historical marker 
celebrating the state’s centennial 
in 1916. This marker has a bronze 
plaque, stating that it will be 
opened in the year 2016. The 
marker is one of the few left 
standing in the state. 
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Parke County Museum Is Still Free To Visitors 


Parke Sounty Museum Preserves 
Much Of The County’s Rich Heritage 


The Parke County Museum will 
be eight years old in October 
1981. In 1973, the Parke County 
Historical Society established a 
permanent museum in the old 
Parke County Seminary. This 
building was erected in 1839 by 
public subscription and served as 
a grade school. After the new 
grade school was built in 1873, 
the seminary served the black 
pupils in the area. The last 
graduating class was in 1924. 
During the Civil War, it was used 
for two years as an armory and in 
more recent years it has been 
used as a gas station, the Blue 
Room, (a well known restaurant) 
and the Country Cousins Gift 
Shop. 

Over the years, the building 
has been altered from original 
imposing two-story structure, 
complete with a cupola, to the 
present single story. In 1976 the 
Parke County Historical Society 
purchased the property and 
maintains the museum for the 
benefit of all citizens. 

The purpose of the society is to 
collect, preserve, cherish, and 
display items of historical 
interest. Most of the articles are a 
part of Parke County history and 
have been donated by residents 
and former residents. 

The museum is a ‘‘come and 
see, wander around and touch” 
place, which makes it unique and 
more interesting. It shows how 
early residents looked and lived, 
the tools they used, the clothing 
they wore, as well as many 
unusual, beautiful, and interest- 
ing items to enjoy, ranging from 
clothing, china and glassware, 
furniture, dolls and toys to rocks 
and fossils, shells, books, and 
pictures, quilts and linens, and 
many tools and implements and 
much more. 

One counter is filled with gift 
and souvenir items, including 
prints made from original 
drawings of Parke County scenes, 
quilt patterns, handmade and 
crocheted articles, jewelry, pot- 
tery, and more. The sale of these 
items helps defray the cost and 
maintenance of the Museum. 

School classes, civic organiza- 
tions, and many festival visitors 
have found pleasure and interest 
in the museum as an educational 


and cultural asset to Parke 
County. 

Bequests, legacies, devises, 
transfers, and gifts are en- 


couraged and are deductible for 
federal estate and tax purposes. 
The Society will provide receipts 


for all such donations. 

The museum is open 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays, Memori- 
al Day through the Covered 
Bridge Festival. During the 


festival, it will be open each day, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Arrangements 
may be made for special tours and 
visits at other times. Admission is 
free. 


County Artists Display 
Their Talent In Exhibit 


The art exhibit, located in the 
corridors of the courthouse in the 
very heart of the Covered Bridge 
Festival activities on the town 
square, has been aptly located. 

Since the first festival in 1957, 
there has been no other activity 
that rivals its popularity and 
response by the visitors. Perhaps 
the secret of its success lies in the 
striving of the members of the 
Covered Bridge Art Association 
to continually improve the quality 
and quantity of the art work pro- 
duced in Parke County. 

The art association currently 
has over 50 permanent artists and 
many associate members outside 
the county. Although space in the 
courthouse prohibits exhibition of 
associate members during the 


Belgian Horses 
Pull Wagons 


The wagon ride with Belgian 
horses can be found on the north- 
east side of the square. Enjoy a 
ride in a farm wagon and see the 
festival from a spring seat. 

Get as close to a four-legged 
animal as many others have been 
for years. These horses were used 
for working the fields when the 
settlers first came to this part of 
the state and they were also used 
to bring the farmer’s produce to 
market here in the county seat. 

The farmer would many times 
come to town once or twice a year 
to pay his taxes. Other times, a 
list was included by his wife and 
his list might have needs for 
sugar, flour (mostly ground 
locally), salt and coffee. The 
farmer tried to produce the most 
of his staples on the farmstead 
with the use of his animals. 

So ride the wagon and try to 
visualize the trips into Rockville 
during bad weather and before all 
the woods were cut - a part of the 
past still remains. 


festival, associate as well as 
permanent members have paint- 
ings on display at the Gallery, 
located one block south of the 
square on Market Street. A 
judged associate art show is held 
in September and one for 
permanent members in May. 

The gallery is open weekends 
from 1 to 5 p.m. May through the 
second weekend of November. 

Information on various artists, 
their studios, or exhibits along 
routes, may be obtained either in 
the courthouse or at the Gallery. 
No admission is charged for 
either exhibit. 


10-Mile Run Set 
For October 11 
In Mansfield 


The 1981 Covered Bridge 
Festival 10-Mile Road Run will be 
held in Mansfield on October 11 
at 8:00 A.M. 

Runners from Indiana, Illinois, 
and Ohio participated in last 
year’s run, with the overall 
winner John Roscoe winning for 
the fourth year in 50:03. 

Oil paintings of Parke County 
scenery are awarded in 16 
divisions for men, women, boys, 
and girls, plus pancakes, ele- 
phant ears, or corn-on-the cob to 
all finishers. 

The race is being sponsored by 
Parke State Bank, Parke County 
REMC, RTC Auto Parts, Michael 
Farms, Rockville Ice and Fuel, 
Mansfield Roller Mill, 7-Up 
Company of Brazil, Carbon Order 
of Eastern Star, H and H Ready 
Mix, Carbon Methodist Youth 
Fellowship. 

Those interested may pick up 
entry forms at any of the Rockville 
sponsors or by sending a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope to: 
Robert C. Lemont, RR 3, Box 94, 
Rockville, Indiana 47872. 
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Third Pony Express Run 
Features Special Stamp 


For the third year a Pony 
Express Run will be made from 
Billie Creek Village and the Rail- 
road Depot to the Covered Bridge 
Station located at the Rockville 
Post Office during the Covered 


Scarecrows 
Need Votes 


Of Visitors 


The scarecrows that are seen 
around the square and along the 
routes are a valuable part of the 
long history of the Covered 
Bridge Festival. So join with the 
rest of the visitors in selecting a 
favorite on each of the routes and 
in town. Ballots are available at 
the Information Bridge or at the 
Depot for the selection of the best 
for 1981. The visitors are the 
judges for this contest so we need 
lots of help to decide the winners. 


Senior Citizens 
Offer Reststop 


The Senior Citizens Club of 
Rockville invites everyone to have 
a short rest at their hospitality 
tent on the south side of the court- 
house at the Covered Bridge 
Festival. 

There will be free coffee for all 
senior citizens and cupcakes for 
sale, as well as all sorts of articles 
and handicrafts. Visitors can also 
listen to the music of our old 
fashioned organ with intervals of 
singing of old favorite songs. 


Bridge Festival. 

Each of the stations will have 
special envelopes and a special 
stamp for the cancellation. The 
special cancellation used will be 
from a Postal Cancellation contest 
held earlier in July. The judges 
were Bill McKinney of Linton, 
Charles Farmer of Bloomington, 
and Merle Sewell of Bloomfield. 

The winner of the contest was 
Barbara Flock of Rockville. 
Second place winner was Judy 
McKee and third place went to 
Connie McClure. Other entries 
were from Rita Jacks, Mary E. 
Harrison, and Cheryl Fleetwood. 

The Pony Express Run will be 
made each day in the afternoon, 
so watch for the rider coming 
from the east. Sometimes they 
have been known to have trouble 
from the local band of Indians, so 
come and see the action! 


Quilters Show 
Handicrafts 


Parke County Quilters will have 
a quilt show at the Community 
Center in Rockville (across from 
the Ritz Theatre) from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. daily during the 
festival. Admission is free, but a 
small donation will be appreci- 
ated, because the quilters do have 
to pay the rent. 

Besides a roomful of beautiful 
quilts to look at, there will be 
several demonstrations of quilt- 
ing techniques going on at all 
times. The patterns for any of the 
quilts will be on sale. Two quilts 
will be ready for sale, and others 
may be available. 


Lodging In Private Home 
Offered To Visitors 


By the time you have received 
this copy of the COVERED 
BRIDGE COURIER, most rooms 
in the motels and hotels in 
Rockville will have been reserved 
for the Covered Bridge Festival. 
However, for the convenience of 
our guests who wish accommoda- 
tions in rooms in private homes, 
in town or on farms, a reservation 
service is provided at the registra- 
tion desk in the Festival 
Information Booth. 

Pleasant, comfortable rooms 
are available and they are 
sensibly priced. Mrs. Keith 
Pickett is in charge of this free 
scheduling service and will have a 
listing of rooms with a description 


of the accommodations. Advance 
reservations may be made by 
filling out the coupon below and 
mailing — the earlier the better. 

This year, an advance payment 
of $5 must be mailed in with the 
coupon on this page and it will be 
applied on the cost of the room or 
rooms when settlement is made. 
This is necessary because too 
many people make reservations 
and do not come. If cancellation of 
your reservations is made, your 
advance payment will be refund- 
ed. 

Your reservation will be 
confirmed by mail until one week 
before the festival opens, other- 
wise, pick it up on arrival. 


Son ae ee eee. ee) eee ee ee T 


Home 

Address 

City 

Phone Zip 


No. of men boys 


Preference: In town 


Date of arrival 
Approximate hour of arrival 


Special considerations: 


Mail To: 
Mrs. Keith Pickett 
502 S. Market Street 


PHONE: (317) 569-5679 


LODGING IN PRIVATE HOMES 


Sree 


Number in party No. of women 
girls 
No. of beds needed for above children 


On farm 
(All accommodations are in modern homes) 


Date of leaving _ 
Wheelchair Baby 


Dog No Stairs Other 


Advance payment of $5 is enclosed 


Rockville, Indiana 47872 
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Billie Creek Village: A Living Museum Port 
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The Village Broommaker 


The Village Farm Team 


Eighty years ago in Indiana the 
Compulsory Education Law was 
just three years old, the 
exaggerated rhythm of ragtime 
was in great vogue, coal was the 
most commonly used fuel for 
home ` heating, and countless 
small villages similar to Billie 
Creek Village dotted the Hoosier 
prairie. 

The most common method of 
travel was by horse and buggy or 
horsedrawn wagon. The railroad 
had come to Rockville and 
reduced travel time between 
Rockville and Terre Haute to a 
mere three hours. Trips to the 
distant city of Indianapolis were 
limited to very special occasions. 

This is the time period 
represented by Billie Creek 
Village. Thousands of Hoosiers 
lived, worked, and played in 
these nearly self-sufficient com- 
munities. The mills were the local 
social center and any gossip that 
might circulate the Village could 
be picked up at the mill. Covered 
bridges were commonplace and 
they sheltered revival services 
and election rallies. Trade goods 
were an expensive luxury and 
folks, as much as possible, 
managed to get by with what they 
could raise or make themselves. 
At Billie Creek Village every 
effort is made to accurately 
portray life in a small, rural 
Indiana Village. 

When you enter the Village 
from the gate house, the first 
thing that you notice is the new 
covered bridge across Billie 
Creek. This was the Beeson 
Bridge, located north of Marshall, 
Indiana. Vandals set fire to the 
bridge and the siding and the 
roofing were destroyed and some 
of the timbers in the super- 
structure were charred. Billie 
Creek Village and Parke County, 


Inc., combined forces to move the 
superstructure to the Village to 
preserve this bit of history. New 
siding, a new roof and new floor- 
ing complete the restoration. 

On down the path, you come to 
the rear of the log cabin. The 
cabin yard is complete with a 
privy and an herb garden. The 
herb garden was the housewife’s 
drugstore and every woman had 
her favorite herbal cures which 
were handed down from mother 
to daughter over a span of many 
generations. Inside the cottage 
spinning and weaving demonstra- 
tions keep alive a craft almost 
unknown today. Across the dirt 
road is the bank building. This 
appropriately enough, is the 
Village office and houses our 
manager and secretary. 

Just beyond the office is the re- 
freshment stand. Only in the re- 
freshment stand does the Village 
depart from the theme of the 
turn-of-the-century. Visitors can 
purchase Cokes, hot dogs, potato 
chips, ice cream cones, and a 
variety of modern day treats. 

Across the main road from the 
refreshment stand sits the 
beautiful old St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church. Visitors are 
welcome to come inside and 
inspect the oaken pews and the 
beautiful altar. The church was a 
gift to Billie Creek Village when 
the congregation of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Rockville 
decided to build a modern church. 

Beyond the church stands the 
delightful one-room school house. 
The school room is well equipped 
to deal with children of all ages, 
and true to the belief of the time, 
light only comes into the room 
from one side of the building to 
afford less strain on the eyes of 
the pupil. 

From the school house, you can 


go either left or right around the 
Village commons. True to the 
scheme of most real villages, the 
business of the Village is 
arranged around the commons. 
To your left, the first building is 
the pottery shop. Pottery was a 
thriving business in Parke 
County. The local clay was 
plentiful and adapted well to a 
variety of products from dinner- 
ware and jars at Annapolis to 
sewer tiles at Mecca. The Billie 
Creek potter will be at work at his 
wheel fashioning items of 
interest. 

Beyond the pottery is the 
Holiandsburg Baptist Church. 
The Missionary Baptist sect on 
February 2, 1859, voted to build a 
church 40 feet by 50 feet, and 
August 6, 1859, the new house 
was dedicated. In June, 1981, the 
Hollandsburg Baptist Church was 
moved to the Village. This church 
is well preserved and will once 
again become alive. 

In the Governor’s House (the 
neat little cottage between the 
Baptist Church and the Billie 
Creek Covered Bridge) candle 
dipping demonstrations serve as 
a reminder that, though some had 
electric lights in our theme 
period, many people still depend- 
ed on candles. Also, in Governor 
Wright’s House there is a display 
of beautiful, hand-made bisque 
dolls and many other hand-made 
items. 

On around the commons and up 
onto our thoroughly modern 
raised plank side walk. The raised 
plank walk was the very finest 
thing in sidewalks, buggys 
dashing through mud soaked 
Streets didn’t splash very much 
mud or water as high as the side- 
walk and wandering pigs did not 


CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 


iay a A 


Hollandsburg Baptist Church Moved To Village In June, 1981. 


often venture onto the raised plat- 
form. 

The Billie Creek General Store 
sits in the corner of the plank 
sidewalk. The store houses a 
delightful array of old-time neces- 
sities and goodies and is designed 
to tempt the first-time visitor or 
the regular shopper. The wood 
stove in the center of the store is 
the only heat in the building and 
is in use when the Village is open 
during a spell of cool weather. 
The rocking chairs around the 
stove are an open invitation to sit 
a spell and exchange news. 

Beyond the General Store is the 
old doctor’s office - it now houses 
the Village artist who offers a 
variety of hand-painted saws as 
well as the more traditional paint- 
ings. The next building is the 
print shop. The massive presses 
print handbills, tickets, and 
schedules necessary to the 
Village and most Villagers had 
their own weekly newspaper. 

This completes your tour of the 
commons. Behind this group of 
buildings is the goat coral which 
is a must stop for the youngsters 
and most adults. The new 
building south of the goat coral is 
the tin shop and houses old 
engines. Behind that is the black- 
smith - another must stop for 
young and old. The Village black- 
smith did a great deal more than 
just shoe horses - he mended 
buggy wheels, repaired tools, and 
produced useful items for the 
housewife. 

Also in this area you will find 
the burr mill. The mill wheel 
grinds out corn meal, whole 
wheat flour and rye flour. All are 
free of preservatives and make a 
delicious loaf of bread or pan of 
muffins. Just past the mill is the 
broom makers. The first portable 
vacuum cleaner wasn’t developed 
until 1905, thus a good broom was 
a necessity in every household. 

The livery barn, across the dirt 
road from the blacksmith, houses 
a variety of antique farm tools and 
provides sleeping quarters for the 
goats, the horses and sometimes 
kittens and lambs. 

The horse-drawn, open wagon 
loads in front of the General Store 
and will give you a free, leisurely 
ride down the lane, past the 
sorghum mill and the sorghum 
house, along the pasture where 
the cows graze to the farmstead. 
The farmhouse and the farm 
buildings are all authentic struc- 
tures. They have been moved to 
the Village and arranged to repre- 
sent the typical farm in about 
1900. 

Inside the farmhouse there is a 
demonstration of hand quilting. 
Thrifty housewives never threw 
away even a bit of cloth that could 
be utilized and the beautiful, 
colorful quilts that have become 
treasured heirlooms were origin- 
ally made to transform scraps and 
‘‘pood leftovers” into warm bed 
covers. Back in the kitchen, the 
farm wife is busy at her wood 
stove and, in the back yard, 
‘‘Grandma”’ is making lye soap in 
a black iron kettle. The poultry 
yard houses a variety of colorful 
fowls and the barn may house 
kittens and baby pigs. 


rays Turn Of The Century 


Shuttle Wagon 


Shuttle wagon service from 
Rockville to Billie Creek Village 
will be available from 9:30 A.M. 
to 5 P.M. every day of the Cover- 
ed Bridge Festival. The tractor 
drawn, open wagon leaves 
Rockville from the east side of the 
courthouse square once an hour 
on the half-hour. Round trip fare 
for the shuttle ride is 85 cents and 
shuttle riders pay the regular 
admission to the Village. 

Shuttle wagon passengers 
ONLY are admitted to Billie 
Creek Village at the west gate of 
the Village. Wagon passengers 
may spend as much time as they 
wish visiting the many attractions 
at the Village, then, when they 
are ready to return to the court- 
house square, they can board the 
shuttle at the west gate of the 
Village every hour on the hour. 


Special Events 


Billie Creek Village is open to 


visitors from Memorial Day 
through Covered Bridge Festival 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday from noon to 5 P.M. 
During the Covered Bridge 
Festival the Village opens at 9 
A.M. and closes at 5 P.M. all 10 
days. During Maple Fair the Vil- 
lage opens at 9 A.M. and closes at 
5 P.M. on Saturdays and Sundays 
only. 

A series of special events are 
planned each year for the 
Village. Maple Fair, on the last 
weekend in February and the first 
weekend in March, is the first 
time the Village is open each 
year. On both weekends the sugar 
water is boiling constantly at the 
Village sugar shack. 

On weekdays during the first 
three weeks of May, the Village is 
open to school groups only. On 
the Fourth of July, the Village 
observes its own Independence 
Day celebration with a band con- 
cert and ice cream social. Other 
events highlight the Village 
season and a schedule of the 
dates, with a brief description of 
the activities planned is available 
at the Village office. 


VILLAGE FAMILY PASS 

Admission to Billie Creek 
Village is $2 for adults and $1 for 
children age 13 and under. For 
the convenience (and economy) of 
our visitors, a special pass is 
available that will admit your 
family to the Village for the entire 
1981 immediate season for only 
$7.50. The pass is available at the 
front gate. 


PARKING IS FREE 

Billie Creek Village is located 
one mile east of Rockville on US 
36. The large parking lot east of 
Billie Creek Village is easily 
accessible from US 36 and visitors 
will find ample free parking there 
while visiting the Village. The 
entrance gate for the Village is 
located just across the street from 
the parking lot and guests are 
urged to stay as long as they like. 


Hollandsburg Church, Built 1858 
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Scene From ‘Ten Nights In A Barroom’ 


THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 


Parke Players Marking 
Their Tenth Anniversary 


In October of 1971 Parke 
Players presented their first play 
on stage at the Ritz Theatre. In 
commemoration of their 10th 
anniversary Parke Players offers 
a slight departure from the 
modern melodrama in presenting 
‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room,”' the 
first production performed by the 
local drama group in 1971. 


“Ten Nights in a Bar Room” 
was originally a novel depicting 
the evils of drink in lurid detail. In 
its dramatization audiences are 
privileged to witness the delerium 
tremens of Joe Morgan and the 
death of his angelic child, 
patricide when an intoxicated 
Frank Slade strikes Simon with a 
rum bottle, and other sordid 
events all stemming from the sale 
and consumption of alcohol. 


Although this play was written 
with a serious note, modern 
audiences find it very funny. 
Students of problems related to 
alcohol will quickly note that the 
salvation of Joe Morgan, Switch- 
el, and Mr. Romaine were 
achieved by the individuals and 
not by legislation; a circumstance 
that evidently did not occur to 
ardent Prohibitionists who con- 


sidered 
weapon. 

A total of eight performances 
will be presented, including 
matinees on each of the two 
Saturdays and the first Sunday of 
the festival. Saturday matinees 
will be presented at 4:00 P.M., 
Sunday matinee will start at 3:00 
P.M., and all other performances 
will be at 8:00 P.M. Doors to the 
theatre will be open 30 minutes 
before show time. Admission is 
still $2.50 per seat. 

There will be a Parke Players 
ticket sales booth on the festival 
grounds, southeast corner of the 
courthouse next to the Senior 
Citizens’ tent. All tickets for all 
performances will be at this 
location and any tickets not 
previously sold will be available 
at the box office of the Ritz 
Theatre. THERE WILL BE NO 
RESERVED SEATS BUT advance 
tickets may be purchased by 
mailing the coupon below along 
with check or money order for the 
ticket price. No tickets will be 
mailed but may be picked up at 
the festival booth between 9:00 
A.M. and 5:00 P.M. or at the 
theatre box office prior to the 
performance. 


this play a valuable 


Please reserve for me: 


Total amount enclosed $_ 


P.O. Box 105 


showtime. 


TICKET RESERVATIONS 
FOR 
“TEN NIGHTS IN A BAR ROOM” 


Tickets for Saturday Matinee, October 10 
Tickets for Saturday evening, October 10 
Tickets for Sunday Matinee, October 11 
Tickets for Tuesday evening, October 13 
Tickets for Wednesday evening, October 14 
Tickets for Thursday evening, October 15 
Tickets for Saturday Matinee, October 17 


Tickets for Saturday evening, October 17 


Send check or money order for full amount to: 
Parke Players, Inc. 


Rockville, Indiana 47872 


No tickets will be mailed. Advance ticket sales may be 
picked up at the festival booth or at the box office. SEATS 
ARE NOT RESERVED. Sat. Matinee at 4:00, Sun. Matinee 
at 3:00. Evening at 8:00. Doors open 30 minutes before 


at $2.50 per seat. 
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Workshops Set 
For April 
And May 1982 


Before the leaves come out on 
the trees that cover the hills and 
hollows of Parke County, carpets 
of wildflowers cover the slopes 
and valleys thousands of 
blossoms, hundred of varieties. 
And this is the time, late April 
and early May, when the Parke 
County Spring Photography 
Workshops are held. The 1982 
dates will be April 23, 24, 25 and 
April 30, May 1 and 2, covering 
the two weekends when, by 
experience, the best and most 
wildflowers will be in bloom. 

Besides the wildflowers there 
are all the other Parke County 
photographic opportunities offer- 
ed by the many covered bridges, 
the old mills, the classic weather- 
beaten barns, the millpond water- 
falls and an infinite number of 
other beautiful scenes that just 
wait to be captured on film. The 
Workshop participant can divide 
his or her time between the wild- 
flowers and the scenics, or con- 
centrate on either, a matter of 
individual choice. 

The field excursions will be in 
small groups accompanied by an 
expert photographer-instructor 
who knows the best places for 
nature and scenic shots — and 
the best ways to get them. In 
addition to the field trips there 
will be technical meetings, 
informal ‘‘how-to’’ seminars plus 
slide presentations and other 
evening programs. The package 
fee for the weekend includes 
meals and everything except 
housing. A list of local motels and 
campgrounds will be supplied so 
individuals and groups can 
choose accommodations to suit 
their needs. 

Registration is limited and will 
be booked on a first-come basis. 
Full details, costs and registration 
forms will be available shortly 
after January 1, 1982. To be sure 
to receive applications and 
housing lists, write Leon Law- 
rence, Director, Spring Photo- 
graphy Workshops, P.O. Box 14, 
Rockville, Indiana 47872. Please 
include a self-addressed stamped 
No. 10 (long) envelope with your 
inquiry. 


Church Services 
For Visitors 


St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Rockville. Saturday Masses - 4 
p-m. and 5:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 
- 11:15 a.m. Immaculate Concep- 
tion Mission, Montezuma, Sun- 
day Mass - 9 a.m. 

Pentecostal Church of God, 410 
North Erie, Rockville. Sunday 
School - 9:30 a.m., Sunday Morn- 
ing Worship - 10:45 a.m., Sunday 
Evening Service - 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday - 7:30 p.m. 

Memorial United Presbyterian 
Church, West side square, 
Rockville. Church School - 9:30 
a.m., worship - 10:45 a.m. 

Assembly of God, West Middle 
Street, Rosedale. Sunday School - 
9:30 a.m., Worship Service - 
10:30 a.m., Evening Worship - 


7:30 p.m. 

Bloomingdale Friends Meet- 
ing, Bloomingdale. Sunday 
School - 9:30 a.m., Worship 
Service - 10:30 a.m. 


First Baptist Church, Rockville. 
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m., 
Worship - 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Evening - 6 p.m., Wednesday 
Evening Prayer Service - 7-8 p.m. 


Park Programs 


Turkey Run State Park will 
offer a series of evening programs 


throughout the festival. Park 
naturalists Ken Gregory and 
Elaine Harris will present 


different topics each night, open 
to all Parke County visitors (gate 
admission fee of $1.25 is 
charged.) Naturalist programs 
are also scheduled throughout the 
day, and schedules for all 
programs may be obtained at the 
main gate of the park. 


Bulletin Board 


On the back side of the Tour 
Booth on the square is located a 
bulletin board for anyone who 
wishes to leave messages, 
especially for other people who 
are trying to meet them. No 
public address system announce- 
ments will be made to help you 
find delayed friends, but mes- 
sages can be left at the tour 
booth. 


China Painters 


The Raccoon Valley China 
Painters will display their ‘‘heir- 
looms of tomorrow” under the big 
tent at the north entrance of the 
ceurthouse the entire ten days of 
the festival. In addition to the 
lovely-to-look at plates, etc., 
there will be an extensive 
selection of hand-painted jewelry 
and thimbles. 


Where To Go And What 


To See During Festival 
Courthouse Booths And Shacks 


Charlie, Sue, Alisa, Marty 
Engle hope you enjoy the 25th 
annual Covered Bridge Festival. 
Be sure to stop and see us on the 
east side of the square at Sue’s 
Candy Apple stand. 


Mary Foxworthy, north side of 
tent. Jam, jelly, sorghum, red 
and black popcorn, gourds, 
Indian corn, maple syrup, dried 
flowers, honey, pumpkins, cakes, 
candy, & lots more! 


Tri Kappa -Welcome Festival 
Guests. Ham-beans, corn muf- 
fins. Northwest corner of court- 
house lawn. 


Jellies, preserves, pickles, 
relishes, cookies, breads and 
candy and quilts. West side of 
square. Join us for our 25th anni- 
versary. Mrs. Betty Hazlett, RR 
2, Box 142, Rockville, IN 47872. 
435-2127. 


See us under the main tent for 
all kinds of jelly, jams, apple 
butters, dill pickles, corn cob 
jelly, fudges, bread & butter 
pickles, pumpkin butter, and 
dried and live flowers. Wayne 
arid Virginia Gregg & Family. 


Parke County Business Firms 


Bridgeton Country Store fea- 
turing genuine cotton homespun, 
old-fashioned apple butter, Kirk 
pewter, Aladdin lamps and mail 
order. Open all year in Bridgeton 
(Red Route). Box 815. 317-548- 
2815. 


Calico Corner Art studio, Inter- 
section of 59 & 36 at Box 9, 
Bellmore, IN, 47830. Connie 
McClure and Linda Stalker, 317- 
344-1224 or 344-1515. Paintings, 
saws, and unusual items. 


Calico Hayloft, RR 4, Rockville, 
IN. Located just west of the 
square on US 36. Over 300 bolts 
of calico, quilting supplies, 
quilting books and patterns, craft 
books and patterns, handcrafted 
calico items. Open Year ’Round. 
569-6055. 


Covered Bridge Art Association 
Gallery, 215 S. Market St. in 
Rockville. Large selection of art 
work by over 50 members. Open 
weekends May through second 
weekend of November, 1:00 - 
5:00. 


COVERED BRIDGE GUIDE 
pictures all 35 Covered Bridges 
plus Historical Sketches $3.00 at 
Covered Bridge Festival; $3.00 
plus 50c P&H by mail, Barbara 
Hardesty, RR 3, Box 151 A, 
Rockville, IN 47872. 


Gobbler’s Knob Country Store 
“‘Recapture Yesterday’s Nostal- 
gia” One of the county’s largest 
and unusual gift shops. Junction 
US 41 & SR 47, Bloomingdale, IN. 
317-597-2670. 


Hillcraft Jewelry Co., 216 W. 
Stark St., Handcrafted jewelry at 
wholesale prices! Just one (1) 
block east of Rockville High 
School and five (5) blocks north of 
the square. Open 9-9 during 
Covered Bridge Festival. 


Jungle Park Antiques, 9% 
miles north of Rockville on US 41. 
Nautical brass furniture, general 
line. Yearly hours 10-5, closed 
Tuesdays. Festival hours 9-7. 


K & M 20th Century Doll 
World & Museum, 105 E. High 
Street, Rockville. Dolls and toys 
of the 20th century. Open 9-9 for 
CBF, MF, & other special events. 
By appointment year-round. 
812-232-1009. 


Village Mall, 112 E. Ohio Street 
(‘A block E. of square). Brass & 
copper, furniture, tin advertising 
postals, things in general and 
stuff. Same hours as Billie Creek 
Village. 569-5596. 


The Little Red Drum in Bridge- 
ton, IN, selling all stock and/or 
building until November 15. 
Don’t miss low prices 1⁄4 to 1⁄2 off! 
Hours 11 - 4 p.m. on Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, August thru 
September, October daily. Festi- 
val hours 8 a.m. to ? 


Indiana State University con- 
tinuing education program, in- 
vites you to join the China 
Painting class beginning Septem- 
ber 14, at 7 p.m. Instructor - 
Winifred Stiles Moats of Bridge- 
ton. For further information call 
812-232-6311 - ext. 2572. 


The Palette Art Studio, in 
Bridgeton on the Red Route. 
Local artists Delores Collings, 
Louise Michael, and Lois Sciotto. 
Open daily May thru November, 
10-5, seven days. During CBF, 
8-6. 317-548-2859. 


Raccoon Lakeside Apts. 2 bed- 
room, completely furnished. 9 
miles E. of Rockville, 1st road 
west and north of bridge off US 
36. Rec. room - swimming pool - 
motorboats and docks. For reser- 
vations call (317) 344-1162. 


Rockville Country Store. On US 
36 across from Ritz Theatre in 
Rockville. Featuring cotton home- 
spun, Churchill Weaver blankets, 
Pfaltzgraff pottery and fine 
quality covered bridge gifts. 
Turn-of-the-century setting. 
Open all year. 213 W. Ohio, 317- 
569-6213. 


‘“Ruby’s”’ Art Studio, 110 N. 
Erie Street, Rockville. East on US 
36, 2 blocks from square, ‘4 block 
north on Erie Street. Ruby M. 
Clark, artist. 317-569-3502. 


The Sketchbook Gift Shop. A 
large selection of handmade gifts 
including pottery, paintings, 
prints, and pillows to pot holders. 
A variety of over 150 artists’ 
work. On the west side of the 
square in Rockville. Festival 
hours 9-9 every day. 569-5030. 
Regular hours Mon. - Sat. 10-5. 


For the best in lodging & food, 
stay & dine at ‘‘Turkey Run Inn” 
located in Turkey Run State Park, 
10 miles north of Rockville, on SR 
47. Open all year. Phone 317-597- 
2211-2212-2213. 


Two Jacks Sweet Potato House 
Antiques, one mile west of 41 on 
US 36. General line specializing 
in furniture. Open 7 days. RR 4, 
Rockville, IN 317-569-3663. 


Broady’s Art Studio, RR 4, 
Rockville, IN. 4% miles west of 
Rockville on 36 or west on the 
Brown Route to Coloma, IN. 
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| One Of Parke County’s Operating Maple Camps 


THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 
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The Annual Maple Fair Preserves Old Time Activity 


In the time of long ago, winter 
meant that the livestock was fed 
and the farmer continued with his 
work. Between the new calves 
coming in January and the 
beginning of the shelling of corn 
for seed, the farmer and his 
family made maple syrup and 
maple sugar because refined 
sugar was non-existent unless he 
could get into a large city, which 
wasn’t often. Honey and maple 
sugar were his only means of 
sweetening his food, breads, 
candies, cereals, jellies, jams, 
etc. 

When the weather began to 
modulate between warm days in 
the fifties and sixties and cold 
days in the twenties, the farmer 
would tap the trees by using a bit 
and brace and driving a spile into 
the tree. The entire family helped 
by hanging buckets on the spiles. 


: Hog Butchering Demonstration 


The sugar water then began to 
drip into the buckets, then was 
collected to be boiled down into 
syrup in large butchering kettles. 
The syrup was then poured into 
jugs for storage in the basements 
or root cellars. The éyrup was 
boiled further if sugar was 
desired, and the year’s supply of 
sugar and sweetening was ready. 
So it is with Maple Fair, the 
hog butchering and maple syrup 
production was done in cold 
weather because it was the time 
to do it. Maple syrup is done 
differently from the old way, but 
the process is the same-water 
evaporated out of a sweet water, 
and then canned to protect the 
flavor and keep from spoilage. 
Come see the sugar camps in 
operation and smell the sugar 
water being evaporated, but get 
up early and see the hog 


butchering! 

Here are some of the special 
activities you can see during 
Maple Fair, all at the 4-H 
Community Building at the fair- 
grounds north of Rockville: 

PANCAKE MEAL 

The pancake meal is known for 
its pure maple syrup, butter, 
sausage, and all the pancakes 
that you can eat. This meal is 
served fresh from the grills 
located as close to the serving 
area as possible. Volunteers 
arrive early to heat the grills and 
cook the meals. 

ART EXHIBIT 

The exhibit of the Covered 
Bridge Art Association is found in 
the north area of the 4-H 
building. The art exhibit has been 
an outstanding part of the 
Covered Bridge Festival as well 
as the Maple Fair. Many of the 
artists are known for their work 
throughout the midwest and 
these artists will be demon- 
strating their styles and skills for 
all who wish to look on the work. 
Most of the paintings are of local 
scenes. 

CHINA PAINTERS 

The Raccoon Valley China 
Painters exhibit is interesting to 
view. The China Painters will also 
demonstrate how to paint china 
plates as well as other pieces. 
Here with the demonstrations will 
be found jewelry of all kinds, 
shapes, sizes, and designs, with 
plates, cups and saucers, 
thimbles - all handpainted by 
members of the association. 

MAPLE PRODUCERS 

On the east side of the building 
are found the maple producers 
and their products. Maple syrup 
in all sizes of containers are found 
at the same prices as set by the 
producers. Other maple products 
are maple sugar, maple cream, 
maple candy, maple cookies, 
maple pies, maple fudge, and 
other maple related products. 

OTHER EXHIBITS 

From time to time there will be 
other exhibits in the building 
such as demonstrations of wea. 
ing, spinning, handwork and 
other crafts. At times there are 
also singing and band performing 


and other demonstrations. 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

In the building directly behind 
the 4-H Community Building is 
the Commercial Building with ad- 
ditional crafts and foods not 
related to the maple syrup 
production. This building also has 
a Farmer’s Market as does the 
Covered Bridge Festival, in which 
the visitor can find handmade 
items such as afghans, pot- 
holders, aprons, quilts, baby 
sweaters, corn husk wreaths, 
ornaments, etc. 

Other booths include food pro- 
ducts such as bread, tea, pop- 
corn, hams, sausage, jellies, 
jams, preserves, candies, 
cookies. This building has the 
overflow from crafts and foods 
that give the Maple Fair the same 
flavor as the Covered Bridge 
Festival. 


“See, it Comes Out Here.’ 
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More Highlights 
Of The Maple Fair 


As in the tradition of the past, 
hog butchering will also be done 
in that manner. Several farmers 
will arrive early on Saturday 
morning to start the fires for 
butchering hogs before noon. 
Normally a day is chosen that 
would remain cold enough to cool 
out the meat. Then it could be cut 
and hung for the curing of the 
hams and sausage. 

The hog will be brought to the 
fairerounds for scalding and 
cleaning. The pieces are then cut 
up an the rendering of the lard 
and cracklings are made in the 
open kettle. This meat is then 
returned to the farmer who owns 
the hog for putting into the 
freezer for storage. 

These farmers begin early and 
will be done by noon on each 
Saturday morning only. The work 
is done by hand so that no modern 
tools will be used for the demon- 
stration. The butchering is done 
in a tent to the side of the cattle 
barn and the tent is then used for 
other demonstrations such as 
sheep shearing and others during 
the afternoon on Saturdays and 
Sundays. So come and visit 
something new that will be 
added. Most of the meat used and 
sold in the Commercial Building 
and pancake meal is locally 
bought and federally inspected. 


EVENING ENTERTAINMENTS 

The melodramas are presented 
by the Parke Players, an organi- 
zation formed about ten years 
ago. They have been an outstand- 
ing feature of the Covered Bridge 
Festival for several years. On 
both Friday and Saturday 
evenings of the Maple Fair the 
Parke Players will perform on the 
stage of the Ritz Theatre. 


BILLIE CREEK VILLAGE 

Billie Creek Village will be 
open during the Maple Fair. The 
Village is located east of Rockville 
about one mile on US 36. 
Admission to the Village is $2 for 
adults and $1 for children. 
Demonstrations of turn-of-the- 
century crafts will be presented 
throughout the day. 


SHUTTLE WAGON 

For those who find that driving 
to Billie Creek Village is a 
problem, a shuttle wagon ride for 
85-cents round trip is available. 
The shuttle wagon is located on 
the southeast corner of the square 
in front of the jail, 

You need to remember that an 
admission is charged at Billie 
Creek Village of $2 for adults, and 
$1 for children. If a seasonal pass 
is desired, $7.50 is the fee, which 
includes all the family. 
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THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 


Bill Hargrave Remembers 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


non-existent. Start talking about. 
them and the response might be, 
“So What?” Or another might 
say, ‘‘We have too many of them. 
They all should be torn down and 
replaced with modern concrete 
bridges that can handle today’s 
traffic.” But I knew where to go 
for help the Long Time 
Planning Committee — and the 
members were sold on the idea 
that our covered bridges might be 
exploited to bring to Parke 
County a share of the millions of 
dollars tourists spent each year in 
the U.S. They named a committee 
and told us to go ahead with the 
project. 

For over a year, nothing 
concrete happened to get the ball 
rolling until Jack and Judy 
Snowden came up with the 
brilliant suggestion of having a 
Covered Bridge Festival in 
October, and plans for same. 
After some revision of the plans 
by the Long Time Planning 
Committee, it was announced 
that there would be a 3-day 
Covered Bridge Festival, October 
18-20. 

We knew from the start that 
one of our hardest jobs would be 
to sell local folks on the idea that 
the festival would be a success 
and if successful how much it 
would benefit the economic 
welfare of the county. Besides 
that we had only six weeks to 
appoint committees and make the 
necessary preparations. 

The weather for the three days 
of the first festival. was perfect, 
the publicity in local and 
metropolitan newspapers, televi- 
sion and radio was wonderful and 
an estimated 2,500 came to Parke 
County — most of them for the 
first time. 

Few realize how basically 
sound the planning was for that 
first festival and how little it has 
been changed. Of course, the 
second one was held two week- 
ends as at present, but we had 
tree covered bridge lectures with 
color slides by Glenn Harvey, bus 
rides on the routes, concession 
stands on each route, barbecue 
chicken dinner Saturday night 
(later changed to pit barbecue 


beef dinner), pancake breakfast 
with Parke County maple syrup, 
exhibit of oil paintings by local 
artists, farm, woods, garden and 
handicraft articles were sold. The 
first Saturday night program was 
a square dance at the 4-H 
fairgrounds and this program has 
been changed each year. The 
second year it was ‘‘Belles of the 
Bridges’’ contest, followed by 
“Parke County Album” contest, 
Adams Quarter Horse Ranch 
show, birthday party for Jackson 
covered bridge, featuring a con- 
cert by the Parke County chorus, 
a Barbershop Quartet contest, 
and last year, (1963) ‘‘Vehicles on 
the Move.” 

The major changes from the 
original festival are the addition 
in 1960 of the Pioneer Activities 
contest — another brain child of 
Judy Snowden — and display and 
sale of antiques in charge of Torr 
Foster. 

A scarecrow contest, held for 
the first time in 1963, will be a 
permanent feature of the festival. 
Farmers and town people along 
the marked Covered Bridge 
routes in the county will erect 
scarecrows in competition for 
prize money offered by the 


Festival Committee. We are sure 
that no where else in the world 
will you find such a contest and 
some of the creations will amuse 
and amaze you. 

This is your invitation to attend 
the Covered Bridge Festival next 
October. While there are five 
motels and a hotel in Rockville, 
besides several smaller ones in 
the county, if you want commer- 
cial lodging, you will have to 
make your reservation early. 
Citizens of Parke County open 
their homes to festival guests at 
very reasonable prices. These 
accommodations are inspected by 
the festival committee for 
approval. Requests for reserva- 
tions should be mailed to: Tourist 
Center, Rockville, Indiana. 

(Reprinted from the 
Covered Bridge Courier) 


Please Drive Safely - 
We Want You Back 


1964 


Slide Show Special For 
Festival’s Anniversary 


Ever since the very first 
Covered Bridge Festival, a slide 
show has been one of the tradi- 
tional features of the program. 
The late Glenn Harvey, naturalist 
at Turkey Run State Park, gave 
the first slide shows, but after 
only a few years asked to be 
replaced, and Leon Lawrence, 
who already had earned a 
reputation for his fine color photo- 
graphs of Parke County bridges 
and scenery, was invited to do the 
Festival slide shows — and he has 
been doing them ever since. 

Originally, the shows were 
given in either a church 
recreation room or the gymna- 
sium of the Rockville High School 
and no admission was charged. 
But as the show became more 
popular, it was moved to the Ritz 
Theatre in Rockville and a modest 
fee of $1.00 is now charged. We 
can assure you, in full sincerity, 
there is nothing in connection 
with the Festival from which you 
will get more for your money. 

Each year the Lawrences 
(Charlotte Lawrence is the editor) 
revise and update their show, 
drawing on their huge library of 
Parke County scenes accumulated 
over the last 24 years. This year, 
appropriately, the title is ‘The 
Silver Anniversary.” The show 
will trace the evolution of the 
Festival, from a one weekend 
event staged with $800 of donated 
money, plus optimism, nerve and 
good community support, to the 
bustling ten-day event that is the 
parent activity of the substantial 
tourism program of Parke 
County. For example, the Maple 
Syrup Fair and Billie Creek 
Village, now self-sustaining, are 
direct descendants of the 
Festival, which provided start-up 
money for both. 

But money, community support 
and thoughtful early planning 
alone would not be enough to do 
the job. The real foundation not 
only of the Festival, but of the 
entire tourism program (now the 
second largest industry in the 
county) is the existence of the 
greatest concentration of covered 
bridges in the United States, and 


the Silver Anniversary Slide Show 
will honor these bridges with 
many pictures, and with action 
shots of unusual events involving 
the bridges the flood 
destruction of the Grange Corners 
and Adams Bridges, the burning 
of the Red Bridge, the moving of 
the Portland Mills Bridge, and 
other significant happenings. 

The Silver Anniversary Festival 
Slide show will be given both 
Friday evenings of the Festival 
and the Monday evening between 
the two weekends at 8:00 P.M. in 
the Ritz Theatre in Rockville. The 
color pictures are recognized as 
being of top quality and the lively 
narration, personally delivered, 
abounds with humor and informa- 
tion. 

Many national publications and 
newspapers have published Leon 
Lawrence’s pictures, both black 
and white and color. He is 
president of the Parke County 
Camera Club and director of the 
Parke County Spring Photo- 
graphy Workshops. Since retiring 
from active business, Mr. 
Lawrence has been devoting most 
of his time to photographic 
activities (especially in Parke 
County) and to giving slide shows 
for camera clubs, senior citizens’ 
groups and other organizations. 
He is a director of the Chicago 
Chapter of the Photographic 
Society of America, belongs to 
other photgraphic organizations 
as well as the Indiana Covered 
Bridge Society and many conser- 
vation-oriented groups. The 
Lawrences live in Flossmoor, 
Illinois (Chicago suburb) but also 
maintain a residence in Rockville. 

Remember the place and dates 
of the Silver Anniversary Festival 
Slide Show: Ritz Theatre, 
Rockville, 8:00 P.M., Friday, 
October 9; Monday, October 12; 
and Friday, October 16. 


FIRST AID STATION 
A first aid station will be 
located at the southwest corner of 
the Courthouse square during the 
normal Festival hours. The 
station will be staffed by the local 
EMTs. 


Some General 
Information 


OLD DEPOT 
The old train Depot on US 36, 
at the east edge of Rockville, is 
the year-round tourist informa- 
tion center for Parke County. 
Also, crafts, paintings, and hand- 
iwork are on sale during the year. 


During the Festival, the 
Depot’s area will contain the 
Photography Exhibit which is 
open to the public. While at the 
Depot, you can see crafts being 
demonstrated on the grounds 
nearby and visit the refreshment 
stand. You'll find the train 
schedule for the daily run and 
envelopes and stamps may be ob- 
tained for the Pony Express Run. 

All charter buses will report to 
the Old Depot for instructions. 
Loading and unloading of the 
charters will be made at the 
Depot with nearby parking avail- 
able. 

ANTIQUE SHOW 

An antique show with over 50 
dealers will be held October 9, 10, 
11, and October 16, 17, 18, at 
Rockville Armory, west of U.S. 41 
on Howard Avenue, and the Com- 
mercial Building, 4-H Fair- 
grounds. north on U.S. 41. The 
hours of the show are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on. Sunday. 
There is one admission for both 
buildings, $1.50 and tickets are 
good for three days. 


PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

The Rotary Pancake Breakfast 
will be at the 4-H Fairgrounds 
Sunday, October 11, 6 a.m. to 10 
a.m. and Sunday, October 18, 6 
a.m. to 10 a.m. Cost of the meal 
for adults is $2.50 and for children 
(12 and under) is $1.50. 

AIRPORT 

The Butler Airport, privately 
owned, is located 2% - 3 miles 
south of Rockville. It is available 
for those wanting to fly to the 
Festival. Daily taxi service is 
furnished to and from the Court- 
house square during the Festival. 


RESTROOMS AVAILABLE 

Free restrooms will be located 
at the Depot grounds, the jail 
(southeast corner of square), the 
Courthouse basement, and at the 
southwest corner of the square. 


Festival Headquarters : Here’s What To Look For On The Square 
M 


Map Key 


1. Housing, Information, 
Registration 

. First Aid 

. Covered Bridge Tour Booth 

. Soup Beans 

- Homemade Ice Cream 

. Sausage Sandwiches 

. Fried Apple Pies 

. Crullers 

. Apple Cider 

- Ham on Homemade Bread 

11. Sassafras Tea 

. Chicken and Noodles 

. Smoke House 

. Pink Lemonade 

. Biscuits and Ham 

. Hospitality and Senior Citi- 
zen's Tent 

. Barbecued Chicken 

- Covered Bridge Kitchen 

. Dining Tent 

. Funnel Cakes 

. Pumpkin Butter 

. Summer Sausage Sandwiches 

.. Beef Barbecue 

. Pork Chops 

. Corn-on-the-Cob 

. Gingerbread 

. Broom Factory 

. Farmer's Market 

. Horse and Wagon Ride 

- Shuttle Wagon to Billie Creek 
Village 

. Telephones 

. Restrooms 

. Covered Bridge Art Associa- 
tion 

4. Covered Bridge Station 

. Ritz Theatre - Melodrama, 
Slide Show 

. Quilt Show 

. Photography Contest & Ex- 
hibit 

. Parke Players 
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